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Meet with Legislators to Push for Increased Funding for Dental Care
Oral health care advocates site taxing drinks high in sugar as funding source 
SPRINGFIELD—(April 21, 2009)—More than 200 dentists from the Illinois State Dental Society (ISDS) and members of the Bridge to Healthy Smiles Coalition will meet with legislators in Springfield this week to request increased funding for government-sponsored dental programs as part of this year’s ISDS Capitol Conference, April 22-23, at the Hilton Hotel.

Oral health care advocates will encourage lawmakers to pass a three point legislative plan that calls for increasing Medicaid reimbursement rates; programs to encourage dentists to practice underserved areas; and new funding to help build 10 dental clinics in underserved areas throughout rural and urban Illinois.
“We will have representatives from all over the state lobbying their legislators to bring funding for dental care in line with the current demand from Illinois residents,” says Robert Rechner, executive director of the Illinois State Dental Society.  “Illinois has among the lowest funding rates in the country and as a result millions of hard working Illinois children and adults suffer from the painful effects of untreated dental problems.”
Over the last three decades while funding for government health care programs has decreased, enrollment has risen, forcing many dental clinics to close its doors. 62 of 102 Illinois Counties have been designated as underserved by the federal government which means millions of Illinoisans face barriers in accessing dental services.  Illinois has just one dental clinic for every 8,400 children enrolled in government-insured programs. 

In a hearing before the Senate Deficit Reduction Committee held last month, members of Illinois State Dental Society told legislators that increasing the tax on soda pop could generate $94 million to increase dental funding rates for oral health care services, dental clinics and other programs to attract dentists to underserved areas throughout the state.
According to published reports, prolonged exposure to soft drinks can lead to significant enamel loss of the teeth.  The erosive potential of colas is 10 times that of fruit juices in just the first three minutes of drinking, a study last year showed.
“We have identified a funding source that will help to make Illinois funding rates competitive with other states,” said Dr. Joe Unger, ISDS president. “We believe that if a product poses certain health risks then a percentage of those sales should go toward efforts to address those health concerns.”

Currently soda pop is only taxed three percent by the City of Chicago. HB 388 proposes a five percent tax on soda pop throughout the state.  According to the ISDS this tax will generate just over $45.6 million in the first year with a 50 percent Federal Government match, enough to fund the $94 million needed to align Medicaid funding rates with current consumer demand. 
During the conference’s lobby day dentists will provide legislators with packets that will include information about the Bridge to Healthy Smiles’ legislative agenda, fact sheets and a video that highlights the severity with which the lack of access to dental care has created throughout Illinois.
To learn more about the Bridge to Healthy Smiles campaign, to view the “Bridge to Healthy Smiles” video and to download broadcast quality video, please visit www.bridgetohealthysmiles.com. 
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