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Free Extraction Day Just in Time for 

Bloomington Residents in Need of Dental Care
One free tooth extraction provides much needed relief for adults and children
BLOOMINGTON, IL—(April 22, 2009) Area dentists will perform tooth extractions at no cost to local residents in need of immediate dental care Saturday, April 25, during the Gary S. Johnson Free Dental Clinic day. The special day is provided to serve families and individuals who do not regularly receive dental care due to lack of access or who are uninsured. The free extractions will take place at 109 North Regency Drive, in Bloomington. Doors open at 8 a.m. and visitations will be limited.

For 10 years, the John Scott Center for Health Services and Drs. Doran, Capodice, Efaw and Ocheltree, LLC., have held free dental clinic days to help serve a growing population of residents in need of dental care, many of whom are without medical insurance or are covered under government-insured programs. As a result, many patients can’t afford to pay for expensive dental procedures and opt to forego seeking any dental care, until deteriorating oral health requires an extraction or oral surgery. 
“This clinic is very instrumental in meeting the needs of underserved patients or have no alternative option for treatment,” said Dr. Capodice. “Many local dentists are doing what they can to treat these patients.  We believe that grassroots efforts begin at home and it is important to improve the quality of life in our hometown.  An expanded effort for all in need requires help from many different resources.   It will take a partnership between patients, payers, providers and legislators.” 
Free clinic days, which are held twice a year, are in part a way to address problems that result from the state’s troubled health care system. Currently Illinois has among the lowest funding rates in the nation for many dental procedures that are provided to patients covered by state-funded programs. Over that last three decades while funding for government health care programs has decreased, enrollment has risen, forcing many much needed dental clinics to close its doors. Illinois has just one dental clinic for every 8,400 children enrolled in government-insured programs. 
Thousands of patients insured through government health care programs like KidCare and AllKids, among others, are forced to wait months to see a dentist or go without care altogether. In many downstate areas such as Bloomington, families must travel for miles to find their nearest dentist and normally are put on a waiting list that will take months before getting an appointment. The state’s lack of funding for dental care has created a widening gap between those who have access to dental care and those who do not. 

Dr. Capdice says, “The current state of the economy, which has left hundreds of people unemployed and without health care coverage might bring out an even larger crowd when compared to the 125 patients they see on average for these events”. 
 “We’re not sure what to expect this year,” said Dr. Doran “We know there’s a growing demand for care in McClean County, and we’ll be prepared do what we can.”
For more information on the Free Extraction Day, please contact 309.623.2566. 

About Bridge to Healthy Smiles Coalition: The Bridge to Healthy Smiles campaign is led by a diverse coalition working to improve oral health across the state. Coalition members include: Illinois State Dental Society, Illinois Dental Hygienists’ Association, Illinois Faith Based Association; Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition;  Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics; Lincoln Dental Society; Ounce of Prevention; Illinois Society of Pediatric Dentists; Provena Covenant Medical Center; Rogers Park Oral Health Advisory Committee; Hispanic Dental Association; Heartland International Health Center; The Arc of Illinois; Cook County Department of Public Health; City of Chicago’s Department of Children and Youth Services, Alliance of the Illinois State Dental Society, IFLOSS Coalition, Chicago Community Oral Health Forum, March of Dimes, SmileHealthy, Oral Health America, The Children’s Clinic and Illinois Head Start Association. 
For more information on the Bridge to Healthy Smiles Campaign and to download broadcast quality b-roll, please visit www.bridgetohealthysmiles.com.  
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