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ILLINOIS PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

RESOLUTION NO. 2

2010

Assurance of Oral Health for All Illinoisans
WHEREAS, individuals of low socio-economic status have high risk of dental decay and have limited or no access to affordable and appropriate dental care.
  Low income residents in more than 60% of all Illinois counties lack access to dental care,
 and
WHEREAS, in 2009, there were approximately 176 safety net dental clinics.  They are located in 48 Illinois counties:  103 are located within Cook and the collar counties; nine are located in metro East St. Louis; and 64 cover the majority of Illinois geography and counties with the fewest private practice dentists,
and
WHEREAS, there are 49 school-based health centers located in Illinois, six offer dental services,
and
WHEREAS, twenty counties in Illinois currently have no dentists enrolled as Medicaid providers and three counties (with a combined population of nearly 17,000 people) have no dentist at all,
 and
WHEREAS, government sponsored oral health care programs have been underfunded for more than three decades.  Illinois has among the lowest Medicaid funding rates in the country for many dental procedures.  In 2002, the Medicaid dental funding was reduced by seven percent to help balance the state’s budget,
 and
WHEREAS, dentists who treat patients covered by Medicaid are reimbursed $46 for every $100 in fees.  Approximately 64 percent of typical dental fees cover the basic cost of care,
 and
WHEREAS, one in three Illinois adults have not had a dental visit in the past year.
  And, according to a 2003 Public Opinion survey, 34% cited cost of care as the reason they did not seek care,
 and
WHEREAS, in Illinois, 55 percent of third graders have experienced cavities, 30 percent have untreated cavities, and four percent have urgent treatment needs.  In Cook County, 64 percent of third graders have experienced cavities and 38 percent have untreated cavities,
 and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that IPHA supports increasing dental Medicaid rates, which in turn would improve access to care for thousands of poor Illinois families, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that IPHA supports and recommends increased funding for more dental clinics including additional school-based health centers so that more Illinois families will have access to a dental home. 
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