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HEAD START, IFLOSS AMONG LATEST GROUPS TO JOIN

COALITION SEEKING EQUAL ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE 
Increasing State’s Medicaid Reimbursement Rates Among Coalition’s Top Priorities
CHICAGO—(April 22, 2008) - The Bridge to Healthy Smiles coalition announced today that two of the state’s largest health care advocacy organizations, the IFLOSS Coalition and Illinois Head Start Association, are joining in the fight to bring dental care to more Illinois residents. The recent endorsements provide the newly formed coalition with the additional resources needed to spearhead a statewide campaign committed to creating equitable and affordable dental care for all Illinoisans.
Nearly two million working families in Illinois lack access to quality dental care. According to the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 26 percent of poor or near-poor families see dentists annually compared to 40 percent of middle-income families and 54 percent of high-income families.
“More families than ever are not getting the dental care they need and deserve because Medicaid and other healthcare programs have been grossly underfunded for the past 30-years,” said Dr. Keith Dickey, president of the Illinois State Dental Society. 
“We’ve been working for 10 years to ensure the issue of oral health is taken as seriously as any other health care need,” said Lisa Bilbrey, coalition coordinator for IFLOSS. “We’re standing with the Bridge to Healthy Smiles campaign because we believe their three-point plan is the most realistic and reasonable approach that can help to address this issue.”
“Oral health is among the top concerns for hundreds of the families we serve throughout the state,” said Lauri Morrison-Frichtl, executive director of Illinois Head Start.  “The state’s inability to act to bring oral healthcare to all corners of the state will have a long lasting negative impact on children’s overall health.”  

In Illinois, 48 of 102 counties (40 percent) are deemed “underserved” because of limited or no access to dental care. Programs such as Kidcare, All Kids, Family Care and Medicaid have been underfunded for decades – Illinois ranks among the lowest in the nation --  so too many families in these areas go without care. 
To fill this dental care gap, the Bridge to Healthy Smiles coalition has proposed a comprehensive three-point plan that includes: raising the Medicaid reimbursement for dental care; opening 10 dental clinics by 2010 throughout Illinois to reach people in need; and encouraging new dentists to practice in underserved areas by forgiving a portion of their dental school loans.
-more-

In addition to the IFLOSS Coalition and Illinois Head Start, other groups joining the Bridge to Healthy Smiles Coalition include the Illinois Society of Pediatric Dentists and the Illinois Faith Based Association. To date, nine organizations representing Illinoisans have joined the coalition.
About IFLOSS

The IFLOSS Coalition is a public-private partnership that was founded in November of 1998. Our mission is to improve the oral health of all Illinois residents through advocacy and education. Periodically, the Coalition offers continuing education opportunities and resources developed for providers of oral health care/education
About the Illinois Head Start Association
The Illinois Head Start Association (IHSA) was incorporated in 1978 to represent and provide services for all members of the Head Start community: directors, staff, parents, and friends. The Association is committed to enhancing the development of children, empowering families and strengthening communities. In the advocacy role, the Association speaks in a unified voice and acts on issues affecting children and families. It provides professional development opportunities for all members through conferences and institutes and awards training scholarships annually.
About The Illinois Society of Pediatric Dentists

The Illinois Society of Pediatric Dentists (ISPD) is an organization of dentists whose primary concern is the practice, teaching, and research related to the specialty of pediatric dentistry within the State of Illinois.
About the Illinois Faith Based Association

The Illinois Faith Based Association is a not-for-profit organization focused on community revitalization, the rejuvenation of people and solidification of family.
About Bridge To Healthy Smiles Coalition
The Bridge to Healthy Smiles campaign is led by a diverse coalition working to improve oral health across the state. Coalition members include: Illinois State Dental Society- representing over 7500 dentists, dental hygienists, dental lab technicians and dental students. Lincoln Dental Society- an organization representing ethnic minority dentists. Hispanic Dental Association - dental professionals dedicated to promoting and improving the oral health of the Hispanic community. Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition- recognizing that healthy infants, children, mothers and families constitute the basis of our society, IMCHC is dedicated to promoting and improving their health and well being through advocacy, education, community empowerment and policy development. 
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