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Kim Morreale
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DECATUR CHOSEN AS LOCATION FOR VIDEO SHOOT FOR STATWEIDE DENTAL CAMPAIGN 


Macon County Health Department Helps Raise Awareness about Lack of Access to Dental Care
Who: The Macon County Dental Clinic, Illinois State Dental Society, Decatur area dental patients
What: We will begin production of a video which will be used as a tool in a statewide campaign to explain that more than 60% of all Illinois counties have inadequate access to dental care.  The video will feature Decatur dentists and families to help demonstrate the dire need for dental care funding reform.  

Where: Macon County Health Department, 1221 East Condit Street, Decatur, IL 
When: January 29, 2009 10:30am - 2:00pm
Why: Illinois funding rates for dental care are among the lowest in the nation for many dental procedures.  More than two million people rely on government sponsored health insurance.  Despite an increase in patients enrolling in programs like Medicaid, KidCare, Family Care and AllKids these programs remain unfunded. In fact, the Illinois General Assembly has voted in recent years to cut funding for dental care in an attempt to balance the state budget while the number of designated underserved counties has increased. 
The Bridge to Healthy Smiles Campaign is comprised of a diverse group of coalition partners dedicated to raising awareness about the oral health care crisis in urban and rural Illinois.  The campaign is supporting three key pieces of legislation aimed at increasing access to dental care.  The three point legislative plan includes:

· Increasing funding for dental rates

· Funding 10 dental clinic in 10 underserved Illinois counties

· Fund a Student Loan Repayment Program and Establish a Dental Tax Deferral Program to help attract dentists to underserved areas 
For more information about the campaign visit www.bridgetohealthysmiles.com. 
*Cameras will be allowed the opportunity to shoot patients receiving dental care and interview dentists and families who rely on the dental clinic for important services.
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