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DENTAL CLINIC BILL RECEIVES OVERWHELMING SUPPORT – NOW AWAITS GOVERNOR’S SIGNATURE

Bill establishes procedures for awarding grants to improve access to dental care for low income residents

SPRINGFIELD—(May 8, 2009)—SB 1393, a bill that establishes a process with the Department of Healthcare and Family Services to award dental clinic grants, overwhelmingly passed both chambers of the Illinois General Assembly.  With a unanimous Senate vote (57-0) and the House voting 115-yes and 1-present, oral health care advocates from across the state urge Governor Pat Quinn to sign SB 1393 into law and to establish funding for oral health care programs. 

“This is a step in the right direction and one that will potentially help millions of Illinois residents access much needed dental services,” says Robert Rechner, executive director of the Illinois State Dental Society.  “Governor Quinn has a proven track record of supporting dental programs and we are hopeful that he will sign this legislation into law as well as support a funding mechanism for dental clinics and other oral health care programs.” 

Subject to funding, SB 1393 allows for grants to be awarded to build public infrastructures for dental care and to make grants to local health departments, federally qualified health centers and rural health clinics for development of comprehensive dental clinics.  The primary purpose of these clinics is to increase dental access for low-income families who do not currently have access to dental services. The dental clinic must be willing to accept out-of-area clients, including emergency services for adults and Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment for children. 66 of 102 Illinois counties have been designated by the federal government as Dental Health Professions Shortage Areas.  These areas will receive special priority for grants under this program.

“Our families are struggling to access much needed dental treatment from Chicago to Carbondale,” according to Lauri Frichtl, executive director of Illinois Head Start Association.  “We have oral health managers all over the state that transport clients to a dentist which is often times five hours away.  We cannot afford to continue to neglect our oral health care system.  We are in desperate need of funding to support our young children and their families who live in poverty.” 

Over the last three decades while funding for government health care programs has decreased, enrollment has risen.  As a result many dental clinics have closed down. Low-income residents in more than 60 percent of all Illinois Counties lack access to dental care.  This means millions of Illinoisans face barriers in accessing dental services. As of 2008, the Illinois Department of Public Health listed 168 community-based dental clinics operating in Illinois – a ratio of just one clinic for every 8,400 children enrolled in Medicaid. However, some clinics perform only limited procedures such as exams, cleanings, and fillings and operate only part-time hours. Of the 49 health centers located in Illinois schools, only six offer dental services. Clinics are overwhelmed with dental demand and many people wait for months for an appointment.

Illinois has among the lowest funding rates in the nation for many procedures. The Bridge to Healthy Smiles Coalition is asking the General Assembly to pass a three point legislative plan to bring funding rates to a minimal level that will increase access to dental services.  The plan includes:

Increasing funding rates for Medicaid by $94 million

$2 million to fund 10 dental clinics in 10 underserved Illinois counties

Dental student incentive programs to attract dentists to underserved areas

About Bridge to Healthy Smiles Coalition: The Bridge to Healthy Smiles campaign is led by a diverse coalition working to improve oral health across the state. Coalition members include: Illinois State Dental Society, Illinois Dental Hygienists’ Association, Illinois Faith Based Association; Illinois Maternal and Child Health Coalition;  Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics; Lincoln Dental Society; Ounce of Prevention; Illinois Society of Pediatric Dentists; Provena Covenant Medical Center; Rogers Park Oral Health Advisory Committee; Hispanic Dental Association; Heartland International Health Center; The Arc of Illinois; Cook County Department of Public Health; City of Chicago’s Department of Children and Youth Services, Alliance of the Illinois State Dental Society, IFLOSS Coalition, Chicago Community Oral Health Forum, March of Dimes, SmileHealthy, Oral Health America, The Children’s Clinic and Illinois Head Start Association.  
To learn more about the Bridge to Healthy Smiles campaign, to view the “Bridge to Healthy Smiles” video and to download broadcast quality video, please visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.bridgetohealthysmiles.com" www.bridgetohealthysmiles.com. 
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