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Working Families Shortchanged on Dental Healthcare
’Bridge to Healthy Smiles’ Coalition Launching Statewide Campaign             to Raise Awareness about Access and Funding Issues
TO:
Statehouse reporters, health reporters, assignment editors, photo editors
WHAT/WHO:
News conference hosted by Illinois State Dental Society, Lincoln Dental Society, Hispanic Dental Association and Illinois Maternal & Child Health Coalition
WHEN:
10 a.m., Wednesday, March 12, 2008
WHERE:
Press Room, Illinois State Capitol, 301 South 2nd Street, Springfield, IL 62706

West Mezzanine 

BACKGROUND:
A crisis exists for the nearly two million Illinoisans who rely on government-funded programs for their healthcare needs. These programs, such as Kidcare, All Kids, Family Care and Medicaid are continuously and grossly under funded. As a result, these hard-working, middle-class adults and their children have extremely limited access to dental care. (To see a map of 48 underserved counties visit www.BridgeToHealthySmiles.com and click on news.)
The heart of the issue is the lack of access to dental care in rural and parts of urban Illinois. According to the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, 26 percent of the poor or near-poor families see dentists annually compared to 40 percent of middle-income families and 54 percent of high-income families. 

A comprehensive three-point legislative plan is being announced to highlight the issues and solutions to this problem, all designed to fill the dental care gap in Illinois.
VISUALS/ 
* Interviews with patients who lack access to dental care, dentists who cannot
SOUNDBITES:
afford to provide services due to the low reimbursement rates, legislators

* B-roll of dental clinics, dental offices, patients receiving dental treatment and other footage. 
VIDEO 
Media unable to attend news conference can view and order b-roll by visiting www.BridgeToHealthySmiles.com and click on newsroom
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